
The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation  
in Lesotho
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In 1996, Lesotho’s steadily increasing 
rate of new HIV infections peaks at 

over 36,000

In 2004, EGPAF begins partnering 
with the Ministry of Health to mount a 
critical response to HIV prevalence, 
particularly in women and children

Between 2015 and 2021, EGPAF-Lesotho 
implements two critical and massive awards 
from USAID and PEPFAR. STAR-L and PUSH 
projects would go on to increase access to 

PMTCT, Optimized ART among children and 
adults, and TB management

In 2015, EGPAF-Lesotho is the largest health care 
implementing partner in the country, supporting 

nearly 180 clinics in 8 districts to implement a 
comprehensive package of HIV and TB services 

and from 2020, integrated COVID-19 services such 
as screening, testing and vaccination services.

2017-2021, EGPAF implements point-of-care 
technology to ensure early infant diagnosis and 
immediate access to treatment among exposed 

children. When the project phased out, the 
technology was o�cially handed over to the 

Ministry to continue providing services.

Lesotho’s Ministry of Health announces LePHIA 
2020 findings that 90% of the population are aware 
of their HIV status, 97% of those aware of their HIV 

status are on treatment, and 92% of those on 
treatment are virally suppressed. Lesotho had 

surpassed UNAIDS 90-90-90 targets.

In 2010 and 2013, EGPAF enables 
adaptation and widespread 

implementation of WHO treatment 
guidelines which would allow a 
greater number of women and 

children to enroll in lifelong care and 
treatment 

Source: AIDSINFO.unaids.org



The Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric 
AIDS Foundation in Lesotho

HIV is the leading cause of death in Lesotho, affecting nearly a quarter of the population. TB is the nation’s 
second leading cause of death and a dangerous opportunistic infection for people living with HIV. The 
Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation (EGPAF), seeks to end pediatric HIV and AIDS and support 
delivery of high-quality and comprehensive health services to women, men, adolescents and children through 
implementation of HIV prevention, care, and treatment programs, advocacy of supportive health policies, 
and operations research to inform better health service delivery. EGPAF began collaborating with Lesotho’s 
Ministry of Health in 2004 and we’ve had the honor of standing beside Lesotho’s leadership as they moved 
new HIV infections from 24,000 per year in 2004, to 7,000 in 2021. 

 The leadership of the Basotho people decided a long time ago that the health of their nation was a priority. In 
so doing, they have, alongside allies and partners like EGPAF, strengthened infrastructure, developed novel 
solutions to health crises, and inevitably improved access to health care across hundreds of facilities across 
the nation. EGPAF-Lesotho has been a central and trusted implementing partner and technical assistance 
provider in this progress. 

From our inception in the country in 2004, we offered technical assistance and service implementation 
around prevention of mother-to-child HIV transmission (PMTCT) services. Our small PMTCT projects grew to 
full-scale implementation of comprehensive and integrated approaches to family health. In the last decade, 
EGPAF has ensured access to novel treatment solutions by adapting revised WHO guidelines, trained 
thousands of health workers across the country on HIV and TB management, created access to point-of-care 
diagnostics, ensured woman living with HIV has access also to breast and cervical cancer screening, created 
clinics for the specific needs of men and for adolescent and youth populations; all while advocating for the 
health and needs of children and their families. In recent years, we’ve taken responsibility for border SARS-
CoV-2 testing, and COVID-19 vaccination access across the country. This work created opportunity for us to 
provide clinical and operations research. These achievements result in better health outcomes and in gaining 
excellence in this field and solutions for Lesotho. 
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https://www.unaids.org/en/regionscountries/countries/lesotho


EGPAF’s Solutions Offerings  
in Lesotho 
Technical Assistance

Quality Improvement in Health Systems

Operations and Clinical Research

Monitoring and Evaluation

In-house Public Policy and Advocacy

Innovations and New Technology

Differentiated Service Delivery

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Areas of Technical Expertise 
HIV Prevention, Care, and Treatment

Pediatric HIV Prevention, Care and Treatment, 
including pediatric treatment optimization

Comprehensive Adult HIV and Health Service 
Delivery

Prevention of mother-to-child HIV Transmission

Cervical Cancer Screening and Treatment

Adolescent health programming

HIV Self-Testing Procurement and Training

Point-of-Care Diagnostics

HIV Pre-exposure Prophylaxis

Adult and Pediatric Tuberculosis (TB)

Male inclusion in health programming

Advanced HIV Disease Prevention and 
Management

COVID-19

While the Elizabeth Glaser Pediatric AIDS Foundation makes effort to use photos which accurately depict the actions, topics, or populations referenced, 
unless specifically indicated, the photographs in this document do not imply program participation, health status, attitude, behavior, or action on the part of 
persons who appear therein.

The Power of an AIDS-free Generation 
Is in Our Hands 
 
“We all aspire for the gift of an AIDS-free generation,” 
says Kananelo. “For those who were born with HIV, it 
is time to heal wounds of the past and build bridges 
to the brighter future. I can now proudly say to my son 
that HIV ended with us—because, with prevention 
of mother-to-child HIV transmission, an HIV-free 
generation is now a reality.” 
 
Read more about Kananelo, an inspirational youth 
leader in Lesotho
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https://pedaids.org/our-solutions/technical-assistance-and-program-optimization/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-solutions/technical-assistance-and-program-optimization/health-systems-strengthening-through-quality-improvement/
https://www.pedaids.org/resource/the-association-between-hiv-status-and-antenatal-care-attendance-among-pregnant-women-in-rural-hospitals-in-lesotho/
https://www.pedaids.org/impact/data-dashboard/egpaf-global-data-dashboard/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-solutions/public-policy-and-advocacy/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-solutions/cross-cutting-innovations-and-new-technology/
https://www.pedaids.org/resource/child-adolescent-differentiated-hiv-service-delivery/
https://www.pedaids.org/resource/how-lesotho-reached-90-90-90-treatment-targets-to-control-the-aids-epidemic/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/pediatric-hiv/
https://www.pedaids.org/resource/accelerating-access-to-optimal-child-friendly-antiretroviral-formulations/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/integrated-adult-health-service-delivery/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/integrated-adult-health-service-delivery/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/prevention-of-mother-to-child-hiv-transmission/
https://www.pedaids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/12/2018_CaCxFactSheet.pdf
https://www.pedaids.org/resource/egpaf-lesothos-adolescent-and-young-people-program/
https://www.pedaids.org/resource/hiv-self-test/
https://www.pedaids.org/resource/lessons-learned-from-integrating-point-of-care-testing-technologies-for-early-infant-diagnosis-of-hiv/
https://www.pedaids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/02/PrEPIssueBrief_EGPAF-A4.pdf
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/tuberculosis/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/tuberculosis/
https://www.pedaids.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/2019_MensHealthFactSheet.pdf
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/advanced-hiv-disease-and-opportunistic-infection/
https://www.pedaids.org/our-expertise/advanced-hiv-disease-and-opportunistic-infection/
https://www.pedaids.org/2021/06/10/egpaf-is-crucial-partner-in-vaccinating-lesotho-against-covid-19/
https://www.pedaids.org/2021/06/29/the-power-of-an-aids-free-generation-is-in-our-hands/

